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Abstract. The positive mass theorem states that for a nontrivial isolated
physical system, the total energy, which includes contributions from both
matter and gravitation is positive. This assertion was demonstrated in our
previous paper in the important case when the space-time admits a maximal
slice. Here this assumption is removed and the general theorem is
demonstrated. Abstracts of the results of this paper appeared in {117 and [13].

Introduction

An initial data set for a space-time consists of a three-dimensional manifold N, a
positive definite metric g, a symmetric tensor p,;, a local mass density y, and a
local current density J'. The constraint equations which determine N to be a
spacelike hypersurface in a space-time with second fundamental form p;; are given
by

;F%{R— ;p‘“’pfﬁ (Z piﬂ
r=Z0,fr- (T)o.

where R is the scalar curvature of the metric g,,. As usual, we assume that g and J*
obey the dominant energy condition

p= <ZJiJi)1/2.

i

An initial data set will be said to be asymptotically flat if for some compact set
C, N\C consists of a finite number of components N, ..., N » such that each N; is
diffeomorphic to the complement of a compact set in R®. Under such diffeomor-
phisms, the metric tensor will be required to be written in the form

and the scalar curvature of N will be assumed to be O(r ™ %).
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With each N, we associate a total mass M, defined by the flux integral

1
M= 16z ] zﬁ(gu,r‘%,i)dq—

o i,

which is the limit of surface integrals taken over large two spheres in N,.

This number M, is called the ADM mass of N, (see Arnowitt, Deser, and
Misner [1]). Classically it was assumed that the first term in the asymptotic
expansion of g;; is spherical. It was pointed out by York [11] that physically it is
more desirable to relax this assumption to the one mentioned above. The method
in this paper will work assuming only this general asymptotic condition of York.

In order for the total mass to be a conserved quantity, one assumes p,;;=O0(r~ 2

and Y p,;=0(r"3)

In this formulation, the (generalized) positive mass theorem states that for an
asymptotically flat initial data set, each end has nonnegative total mass. If one of
the ends has zero total mass, the initial data set can be obtained from the metric
tensor and the second fundamental form of a spacelike hypersurface in the
Minkowski space-time. (In particular ¢ and J* must be identically zero.)

We proved the positive mass theorem assuming the condition that Y pi=0in

13
our previous paper. In this paper, we demonstrate the validity of the general
theorem by reducing it to the previous case. It should be mentioned that the
classical attempts in proving the positive mass theorem have been to treat the
important case Y pi=0 first and then reduce the general case to this case by
12

asserting the existence of maximal slices (see, e.g. [2]). While we have similar steps,
the basic ingredients are very different. For example, in the former method, it is

necessary to prove that the space-time admits a slice with ) pi=0. Not only is the

i
existence of such a slice unknown, but also the space-time is expected to be more
restrictive if such a slice does exist. Our approach can be described as follows.

We deform the metric g;; and p,; in two steps. In the first step, we consider the
product manifold N x R with the product metric and extend p;; trivially to be a
tensor defined over N xR, We want to find a hypersurface N in N xR which
projects one to one onto N and whose mean curvature is the same as the trace of
p;; Over N. One of the motivations for considering such a hypersurface is that if N
is a spacelike hypersurface in Minkowski space-time, the solution N can be
identified with a linear slice of the Minkowski space-time. The second step is to
observe that if such a hypersurface exists, the induced metric on this hypersurface
can be deformed conformally to one with zero scalar curvature. If we can prove the
existence of the hypersurface which is asymptotic to N in a suitable manner, we
can prove that the total mass of N is the same as that of the hypersurface N. We
have then reduced the positive mass theorem to the case that we treated in our
previous paper.

It happens that the hypersurface does not exist in general. Surprisingly its
existence is closely related to the existence of apparent horizons in the initial data
set (even if we assume the initial data set is nonsingular). The relation can be
explained as follows. We perturb the equation that governs the hypersurface and
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prove that the perturbed equation admits an entire solution with the required
asymptotic behavior. When the perturbation tends to zero, we prove that the
hypersurfaces defined by the perturbed equations converge smoothly to a
hypersurface. Although the hypersurface satisfies the required asymptotic con-
ditions, it need not be a graph over N. The set over which it is not a graph has
boundary consisting of spheres which are apparent horizons. By conformally
closing these apparent horizons, we carry through the argument outlined above.

It should be pointed out that in a previous attempt by Jang to solve the
positive mass theorem, the equation defining the above hypersurface was con-
sidered. However, our geometric interpretation of the equation and our way of
using it are completely different from his. (He used a method outlined by Geroch
which up to now has been unsuccessful in proving positivity of mass.) While Jang
observes that the equation is not solvable in general, he provides no method to
circumvent this situation. It should be emphasized that the major effort of this
paper is to overcome this difficulty. For a historical account of the previous efforts
to prove the mass theorem, see the references in [9]. We wish to point out that our
method in this paper also works to prove the mass is positive for an initial data set
with singularities, provided they are surrounded by apparent horizons.

For the reader’s convenience, we suggest the reader to skip sections two and
three for the first reading. They can read the first two paragraphs of pp. 238-240,
statements of Propositions 1-3.

1. Statement of Results

As in the introduction, let N be an oriented asymptotically flat three dimensional
manifold without boundary. Let ds* be a positive definite metric on N. Suppose
that N is of smoothness class C*, and that ds? is C>. Assume that on each N, there

3
exist coordinates x*, x?, x* in which ds* has the expansion ds?*= Y g, dx'dx’
ij=1
with the g;; satisfying the following inequalities for positive constants k,, k,, k,

gl]:5u+bu, Ibij|§k1(1+r)—1,

11
[0b,| Sky(1+72)71, |00yl sky(1+7%)77, b

3
where r*= 3" (xY)* and 0 is the Euclidean gradient. Note that (1.1) implies that the

i=1

Christoffel symbols I, fall off as O(r~?) and the curvature tensor as O(r~?) as
r— 0. We assume that the scalar curvature (Ricci scalar) R falls off like » 4, i.e.,

RISk, 1+, ORI Skg(1+r5)71 (1.2)
for constants k,, k..

We suppose also that on N we are given a symmetric two-tensor p, ; which on
each N, satisfy the inequalities

Pyl + 10|+ 2100, | S ko(1+72) 1 (1.3)
for a constant k. We assume the trace of p,; satisfies the faster falloff

};pss* Sky(1+r3)7t (1.4)
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As was mentioned in the introduction we will be assuming the dominant energy
condition holds on N, ie.,

u= (Z J"Ji)”z. (1.5)
We will refer to the triple (N, ds?, p; ;) satisfying (1.1)~(1.5) as an initial data set. Note
that we have weakened the asymptotic assumption on g;; from that assumed in

[9]. In [10] we have established the main result of [9] under this weaker
assumption. We state our first theorem.

Theorem 1. Let (N, ds?, p, ;) be an initial data set. For 1 Sk<p, we have M, 0.

We will also prove that if some M, is zero, the initial data set is trivial. For this
we need to assume ds? is C* and expand (1.1) to include the following assumption

1000b,,| +16000b,) S kg1 +14)7 (1.6)

Theorem 2. If (N, ds?, p, ;;) is an initial data set satisfying (1.6), and M =0 for some k,
then (N, ds? ,p;;) can be isometrically embedded into four dzmenswnal Minkowski
space M as a spacelike hypersurface so that ds® is the induced metric from M and p;;
is the second fundamental form. In particular N is topologically R>.

2. The Basic Equation and Local Formulae

In this section we derive the basic formulae describing the local geometry of
hypersurfaces in N xR, Suppose (N, dsz,pij) is an initial data set as defined in
Sect. 1. We form the Riemannian product N xR with (positive definite) metric
ds? +dt* where telR is a coordinate. We suppose that Z*CN xIR is a smooth
hypersurface, and let e, e, e;,e, be a local orthonormal frame for 2 with e,
normal to X and e, e,, e, tangential. Let w,, w,, w;, w, be the corresponding dual
orthonormal coframe of one-forms. We may write the structural equations for
N xR

4

dw,= Z Wap AWy, Wyt Wy, =0, (2.1)
b=1
4 4
- 2 Woe A W= _% ; Rabcdwc AWy, (22)
= c,d=1

where R, is the curvature tensor of N xR. We adopt the convention that letters
a,b,c, ... run from 1 to 4 while the letters i,/, &, ... denote indices between 1 and 3.
We define the second fundamental form of X, which we denote A=(h;;); .; ;<3 by

W4z|2—zh11 s hijzhji’ (2.3)
where (+)|; indicates restriction of a one-form to 2. The mean curvature H of X is
then given by H= Y h;. Restricting (2.2) to X and using (2.3) we derive the
curvature equation

R s = Rejpo (e —highy), 2.4)
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where R, e denotes the intrinsic curvature of X. Applying the exterior derivative to
(2.3) and using (2.2) we derive the Codazzi equation

ﬁkhij_' ﬁjkiszMjk » (2.5)

where D is used to denote covariant differentiation with respect to the metric of %,
and Dh;; is defined by

Zﬁkhijwk=dkij+ ;hikwkj+ ;hkjwki. (2.6)
T

We now exploit the special structure of N xIR. Let v be the downward unit
parallel vector field tangent to the R factor, and consider the function <{e,,v)
defined on 2, where {-,- > is the inner product of N xR. For a smooth function ¢
on Z, the covariant derivatives D,p, D,D,p, and the Laplacian A¢ are given by

dp= ;(5@)%, d(D;p) + ;(IZ@)WJ-‘: ;(ﬁgﬁj@)wj
dp=3.DDp.
We calculate 4{e,, v) by observing that v= ) {v,e,>e, is parallel, so the covariant
derivative D in N x]R is ’
0= ‘b;(Db v), W, =d<v,e,> + ij<v, )Wy 2.7)
Using (2.3) we then get
dle vy =— ; (v, e, pw;y = izjh,.j@, ew;.
Thus by (2.6} and (2.7) we have
D.D{v,e,y= ;(ﬁihjk)@, ey — ;hﬂ(hik@, e,
Taking the trace and using (2.5) we get

A8 =Y Rygilv,e) + 2 (D H) v e > — (Y b3\ v,e,). (2.8)
ik k ik

We will need to compute D,D,k;, so we define

i
; (5 {5 khi j)W{ = d(5 khi j) + g (Dghi j)ng
+ ;(Bkhﬁ)wﬁ-z- ;(ﬁkhw)wﬁ. (2.9)

Applying the exterior derivative to (2.6) we then have

Z (D Dyh;yw, A wy= -3 2 M iRoiemWy A Wy,
k£ k,f,m

i -
-3 Z by R, jemWe N Wy,
k,é,m
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Equating coefficients then gives

DDyhy;— DD h };“ miRomize— th itk (2.10)

We wish to calculate 4h,;=) D,D;h,; in terms of the mean curvature H, so
we use (2.5) ‘

= ;D ; Ry (2.11)

where D,R,, & is defined by
;ﬁzRaujka =dR, 5+ ;Rd»{jkwii + ;R4id’kw£‘j+ ;Rﬁjﬂ’wd’k'
We may express this in terms of D,R,;;, by using (2.3)
EJ’RM ik D,R,; ik R4i4kh{j _R4ij4hkf + %Rmi jkhmf . (2.12)
We now use (2.10) in {2.11) to get
Ahy;= ;13 Do+ ;ﬁkkﬁ e %‘hmkﬁmikj 2 [ -
Finally, we apply (2.5) once more, together with the symmetry of (k;,) to obtain
Ah;=D.,D;H+ ;DkR“}.k— g‘hmkﬁmikj
— 2 PR+ DR -
mk k
Using (2.4) and (2.12) we finally have
Ah,;=D,D,H— (";ckz )k +H2hm -
- 2 g{ hmkRmik 1 mz’;c himRmkk i
+ Ek:DkRél-ijk_‘_ ngR4kik
- %R4i4khjk_HR4ij4 - zij4k4khij
- %R%mhjk%- "%Rmk,.khm ;-

We are not especially interested in the particular form for this equation, but we
want estimates independent of X, so we note that we have the matrix inequality

Ah,;zD,D,H— ()th)h +HZhlm i — C1 (Al + 1)8;,

where ¢, depends only on k,,k,, k, (not on X). We are using |A]2= Zh We now
calculate 4A4]? as follows:

141412 = ZhUAh A+ 2 (D)

i i,k
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Therefore, we have

3414 z Z (Dyhi)> —AI*— |H| 141
+Zhl, D H—c (|4 +1) (2.13)

for a constant c,. Since $4|4]?=]4]4|A| +|D|A|]%, we get
|Al4|4] =z (Z (Dh;)* —|D|A] [2) —|Al*

—[H|IAP + Zh D,H -, (|4 +1). (2.14)

ij i

We now record the following observation of [8]. We may write the first term 7 on
the right of (2.14) as

T= Z (ﬁkhij)z - IAl -2 Z (Z hijﬁkhij>2 '
Lk k \i,j
This implies that
Vﬂz T= % (hi jﬁ Pom— hmD khij)2 :

Likd,m

Setting k=i and m=j in the sum implies

[APT=4 Z (h;;D;h,.—h, D

£ et & 4’3 £ z})

ngZ(ZhU = Zhh ; ”) , (2.15)
where we have used the Schwarz inequality. By (2.5),
Zthlhu— th H+ thJRMﬂ
Z hy;Dihy;= Z hyDhi+ izjh" Ry
Putting these into (2.15) and using the inequality (a— b)* Z4a®—b? we get
lAlszs“lé(Z h,.jﬁt,hij)z~c3[1_)H]2]A|2—c3|A]2.
i

This implies that

36c3 36c,

2
IDH?— 2.

Tz37 3 (D)~
ij.k
Combining this with (2.14) then gives
|41414] z 55 Z (Dih;)* —1A1*— |H| AP
+ Zhu D H—c JDHP —c (A]* +1). (2.16)

Inequality (2.16) will be 1mportant for the estimates of the next section.
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For the remainder of this section we specialize to the case when X is the graph
of a function f defined on N. In this case we may extend our orthonormal frame
e,,¢,¢5,e, to N xR in such a way as to be parallel along the R factor. We also
suppose that the given data, p;;, i, and J are extended parallel along the R factor.
We assume that e, is taken to be the downward unit normal to X so that
{v,e,»>0 everywhere on Z. Thus the following hold on N xR

e, =1 +IDfI)"*(+Df —v)
R= ‘;)Rabab

2u=R—} ps+ (Zpaa)"’
a,b q
Jb: ZDapab_ ZDbpaa’
a a

where R, , is the curvature tensor of N xIR. Since e,, ¢,, e;, ¢, is now extended in a
natural way to all of N xR, we introduce the following notation [cf. (2.3)]

Wy= Zhijwj+hi4w4. (2.17)
7

This defines ) h;,w; as a one-form on X. We wish to refine (2.8) in our setting. First

i
note that since N xR is given the product metric, and H is constant along the R
factor, we have

0= ; Ruuiv. ) + Ry v, 040
0= ;(DkHKU, e +(e H) v, e,

where e, H is the directional derivative of H in direction e,. Putting these into (2.8)
then gives

A(v,e4>=(-« ZR4i4i—e4H~—}A12><v,e4>. (2.18)
We now notice that
R=2% Ryt Y Ry
i i
so by (2.4) we have
R=2Y R, ;+R—H*+|A4]?,
where R is the intrinsic scalar curvature of 2. Thus by the definition of y we have

ZR4i4i=u+%(—R+ Y pi— (me)z ~—1A12+H2)‘ (2.19)
i a, b a

We will also need to have an expression for e, (Z pii) in terms of J, so we notice
that ‘

2 Dpy= Db~ s, (2.20)
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and we have
Z Dp;w,=dp;+2 Z W+ 2p;gWy;-
a J

Summing on i and equating coefficients of w, we have by (2.17) and the symmetry
of p, {]

};szl’u:%(;l’ii) +2;pi4hi4. (2.21)
We also have
L (DopiaWo=dpiat YPases+ X PiaVeu
which gives ‘
Dpy=efp)+ ;pj4wji(ei) +Pashy— ;Pijhij .
Summing on i and using the definition of D we have
;am = ;ﬁ,.pm +piH— iszijhi}..
Combining this with (2.20) and (2.21) implies
e, (Z p,-i> =2 Dpu—JitpuH
- 12; pijhi—2 gpmhm . (2.22)
We now combine (2.18), (2.19), and (2.22)
Xve) ue)=R= T hy=p =2 X bl
+4,Z Pishis— 2;551;,.4 + (Z pii)z
-H2+2p44(2_p,.,.—ﬂ) +2e4<2p£i—h'>
—-2u—J,). (2.23)

We now observe that since e, has been extended to be parallel along v we have by
2.17)

0=> {(v,eyDie, +<v,e,>D, e,
= Z (v e h e+ (v, e, Zhi4ei .
LJ J
Since D (v,e,> =) <{v,e>h,;, we have

hj4 = <U, €4> B 15j<17, e4> = 5j (IOg <Ua e4>) M (224)

Hence if we compute 4log(v,e,> we have

Alog{v,e,>=— Zﬁihm:(v, e tAv, e, — th4 .
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Putting this into (2.23) and using the energy condition (1.5) we have
0=2(u—|hER- Z(hij“pij)z_zz(hm—l’ia,)z
) i

+2 Zi:ﬁi(hm —Pia)+ (g Pg,-)z —H?
+2p4y @:Pii“ﬂ) +2e, (;pii—fﬂ . (2.25)

We now introduce the equation which X will be required to satisfy. It is an
equation proposed by Jang [5]. We will study the solutions of this equation later
in this paper. The equation is

H=}p;. (2.26)
More explicitly, if X is the graph of a function £ it is the equation
(1+Df%” 1z ZgijDiDjf = Zgijpij s (2.27)
ij i,j
where g;; is the induced metric on 2
9;;=9;+ Julei
ff
L+|Df?
= Z g% xJ *
J
Geometrically (2.27) says that we prescribe the mean curvature at each point of Z

to be equal to the trace of the restriction of p;; (extended to N xIR) to Z. We will
study solutions of (2.27) having the asymptotic behavior

[fI=0G"12), 18f|=0(37), |80f|=0(""?), |9dof|=0(r"""7) (2.28)

at each inifinity of N.
The inequality (2.25) is closely related to Eq. (2.27). In fact, (2.27) expresses the
fact that H— Z p,; does not change along vertical lines, so that U(H > pu)

§=g'—

Assuming ¥ satlsfles (2.27), by (2.25) we have
0=2(u—|JNSR- Z(hij—pij)2-2 Z(hm_l’m)z
LJ i

+23 Dby Pia) - (2.29)

It will afford us some convenience in the proof of Theorem 1 to assume strict
inequality in (1.5). We prove a simple perturbation result which allows us to
do so.

Lemma 1. Let (N,ds?,p, ;) be an initial data set. Given a number ¢>0, there is a
function @ >0 on N satisfying

A
(P=1+Tk+0(r_2), 0pl=0("%), |00¢|=0(""?)
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on N, with |4,] <& so that (N, ¢*ds?, ¢ ’p, ;) is an initial data set with mass density [i
and current density J satisfying i>1|J|.

Proof. If ¢>0 is a function on N, then we can compute
E=0"Hu—49™'4¢)
J]=

Ui=g™* (Zo"KK ).

Ll

where K;=J,+4) ¢ *¢’p,,. Thus if we let
£

T(P=A(p+%¢[(zgin:‘Kj>U2—,u} ,

i

we have T1=]J]—u=<0, and
To=50°(JI-0) .
The linearization of T at ¢=1 is given by

A+ 5= wn+ 2’ Thie
if I'} }
which is an isomorphism on suitable spaces, so by the implicit function theorem
we can find ¢ near 1 so that Te <0, hence ji>|J|. [For example, one exhausts N by
compact subdomains 2 and solves the inequality To=f <0 on 2 with ¢=1 on
0Q. Once one solves this equation, one can see easily that ¢ converges to the
require solution when Q tends to N. The existence on compact subdomains follows
by applying the implicit functions to the map T: H3(Q2)— L*(Q).] The asymptotic
conditions for ¢ are easily shown.

3. The a Priori Estimates

In this section we prove the estimates which are needed to show existence of
solutions to (2.27). We concentrate first on the local interior estimates, and then we
construct suitable “barrier” functions {see (3.20)] to control the behavior of
solutions at infinity.

We study a slightly more general equation then (2.27). Let F(x) be a given C?
function on N and suppose p,, pt,, and u, are constants so that

sup|F|=p,, sup|DFi<p,, sup|DDF|Sp,. 3.1
N N N

Suppose f is a given C3 solution of

; T fif! D.D.f B
Jz= 1 <g 1+IDf 12> ((1+1Df|2)1/2 _l’u) =F. (32)

We propose to derive suitable estimates on f and its derivatives in terms of y,, u,,
and pu;. We let ¢y, c,, ... throughout this section be constants depending only on
(N, g;j,p;5) and iy, py, s We will not explicitly denote the dependence on p, p,, pis.
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We will use the notation of Sect. 2 for the graph of f. We first observe that by (2.4),
(3.1), and (3.2) we have

{R + {Alzl gcl »
so inequality (2.25) implies

|A|2+Z(hz4 pl4 éz p14 +CZ([A|+1)

Multiplying this inequality by ¢ where ¢ has compact support on the graph X of
f, and integrating by parts, we find

i |A]** Vg:dx + £ Z (hyy— pi4)2 ngx
~2§ 0 LD:9) (his = i) Y Gidx+ ¢ [ (41+ D |/ G .
i 3
Using the inequality 2ab <a*+b?, we get

£|A|2(p2 ]/édxgi \Do|? |/Gdx+c, i (14]+ D)p? |/gdx (3.3)

for any ¢ with compact support on 2. We now replace ¢ in (3.3) by the function
|4]- ¢ to obtain

[141*0* /gdx < [ID\Alpl® |/ Gdx +c, [ (AP +14P)e* VFdx . (34)
z z )3
Expanding, and integrating by parts, the first term on the right becomes

I (1417 |Do|* +2¢41<Dp, D A]> + ¢* DIAI*) |/ gdx
= [14F1Dol? Vadx—3] 04|41/ Gdx+|p*|DIA|> |/ gdx
£|A|2|D(plz 1/gdx— £<p21A[A|A| 1/gdx .
Putting this into (3.4) then gives
[ A1) +141) )/ gdx< J141Dol? Vadx+c, J4P +Dg? Vgdx ,

where we have absorbed |4]? into |A]* + 1. We now use (2.16) to get
§ Y (D) e? de<c4f!Af |Del? ]/_dx

T i,k
—c,[ S h,D,D,He*|/Gdx+c, [|IDH*¢* |/Gdx
z l,_] x
e, (AP +1)9? )/ gdx .
X

We integrate by parts the second term on the right and absorb to get

) Z (D) 0? ngx<csj |42 1Dl |/ gdx

X ijk
+c [ IDH20* |/Gdx+cs [ (AP + Do |/Gdx .
z z
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We now get rid of the second term on the right by observing that (3.2} says
H=Yp,+F, and we have

gDapiiwa =dp;+2 };p}.iwﬁ +2piaWa; »
so summing on [ we get
ngpii =]3j (Zi:pi,-) +2;pi4hij

which implies <D_ Z pﬁt" <c{lA]*+1), and hence by (3.1) and (3.5) we have

| X (Dihy’o* Vgdxscs (A Dol /gdx

+¢q E{ (AP +1)p? |/gdx . (3.6)
We observe that (3.4) directly implies
g}A}"’goz )/gdx<2 g ijzk (Dyh; )¢ |/ gdx
+2 i |412|Do|? |/ gdx +c, £(1A|3 +1))/gdx .

Combining this with (3.6) and absorbing the term involving |A]® back to the left we
get

{14]*¢? ngx <cq [141%|Do)? )/'g—'dx +c5§ @? [/5dx )
P z z
Finally, we may replace ¢ by ¢? and absorb to get

EHAi‘*(p"' 1/Gdx<c, i \Dol* )/ Gdx +c, £ o*)/gdx (3.7)

for any Lipschitz function ¢ with compact support on Z.

We now choose ¢, with 0<g, =1 so that for any point x,€ N, the geodesic
exponential map is a diffeomorphism on the ball with center at x,, of radius g,,.
That such g, exists follows from the conditions (1.1). We let BH(X,) denote the
geodesic ball in N xR centered at a point X,eN xR For any point
Xo=(xq, f(x)) in Z, we will give estimates on £nB(X ) for suitable ¢ >0. We first
bound the volume of ZnBXX ) by observing that (3.2) implies

diVNxR(e4)=F+ Z (gij“ i’_{‘{%{) bij»

so we apply the divergence theorem on the four dimensional volume
BXX ) {(x,x*) : x* < f{x)} to obtain

Vol (3 ABHX ) < ¢, 00° (3.8)

for any 0 <9, X,€Z. The results of Hoffman and Spruck [47, generalizing the
methods of Michael and Simon [6], now show that there is a number g, with
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0<g, g, so that the Sobolov inequality holds on B} (X,). In particular, it is
true that

@ ° Vadx)m <cy, £ (Dol + H?¢?)|/gdx

for any Lipschitz ¢ vanishing outside ZnBj (X ). Since H? is bounded by (3.2), we
may apply Holder’s inequality and (3.8) to prove

(£¢6V5dx)1/3 §C11£|D(P|2 l/édx+c129% (}jj(pﬂ/gdx)l/s .
If we take o, small enough that ¢, ,07 <4, we get
(1073 e1s [1Dol? | (3.9)

for any Lipschitz ¢ with support of ¢ contained in B} (X ). We emphasize that
both ¢, and ¢, , are independent of X, X.

We let ¢ denote the geodesic distance function to X, in N xR, and observe that
|Dg|=1 and hence |Do|<1 on X. We choose ¢ in (3.7) to be a function of ¢
satisfying

1 for Q<QL
= ) _ . |
= , |Dol=30; =1.

With this choice of ¢, (3.7) and (3.8) imply

|41*)/gdx<c,, . (3.10)

EnB;l(Xo)
2

Note that we are taking ¢, to be fixed, so we have not bothered to explicitly
denote the dependence of ¢, on g,.
We now show that |4]? is pointwise bounded. To see this, let u=|4|*+ 1, and
observe that by (2.13), (3.1), and (3.2)
Auz —c (AP +1)u+2 h.DD.H.
ij

ey

Multiplying both sides by a nonnegative function { vanishing outside ZnB&,(X ),
and integrating by parts we get :

) [<Dc, Duy—c (AP + 1l -2 DL (z h,.jD].H)—zzﬁihijﬁch} 1/gdx <0
z i J Lj

for any such {. It follows from (2.5) that | Dj,

i j?
discussion preceding inequality (3.6) that |DH|? <c(|A|* + 1). We therefore have the
following inequality

{ {<Dc, Duy+ ¥ (D{)bu+ Ceu} 1/gdx<0 (3.11)

<c(|DH|+1), and from the
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for each nonnegative { vanishing outside X~ B§(X,), where the functions b,, e are
2

by=—2u" IZhu i

l!] J

e=—c,5(|A*+1)~2u"* Y D, D.H .
i

Since b; and e satisfy
1bi‘§cl6
le|<ci6( AP +1),
by (3.8) and (3.10) we have

sup (Z_ib32>+ [ lePYgdx<e,, . (3.12)

InBg (Xo) EnBE (Xo)
2 7

A standard iteration technique (see [7, Theorem 5.3.1] now gives the mean value-
type inequality

u(XO)gcls( [ u?)/gdx 1/2) (3.13)

2n 84, (Xo)
2

for a constant ¢ ;. Note that this iteration technique works because we have the
Sobolev inequality (3.9), and we may use the distance function g in place of
standard Buclidean distance. Also, it is crucial that |e| is bounded in

I? (ZnB l(XO))

and 2>3dimZX...3, so that the structural conditions [7, 5.1.3] are satisfied. It
now follows from (3.8), (3.10), and (3.13) that {4]*(X,) is bounded, so we have an
extrinsic curvature bound

sup|A]?<c, . 3.14)
z

We summarize what we have proven in the following proposition.

Proposition 1. Suppose f is a C* solution of (3.2) with function F satisfying (3.1).
There is a constant ¢, depending only on the initial data (N, g;,, p,; ;) and on py, 1y, piy
so that (3.14) holds.

We discuss the consequences of this result. If X e X, we let (¥, y3, y*) be
normal coordinates in N xR centered at X, so that the tangent space to X at X, is
the y'y?y*-space. Thus, if the metric ds® +dt? for N xR is given by

ds’+dt*=Y" g,.dydy’ ,
a,b

we have

. ag,
G 0) =0, gb«n 0
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for 1<a,b,c£4. In a neighborhood of X, ¥ is given by the graph of a function
w(y), y=(", % %) on the y'y?y3-space. The equation (3.2) satisfied by X is

i wew*\ (D,D,W

AR N bt A =0

) (9 mwv) ( D] "a*’) ’

where W(Y)=w{y)— y*, Y=(3%, %, y*). This gives an equation for w of the form
3

i JZ: 1 By (v, w, 0wwys ;= C(y, w, Ow) (3.15)

for y near 0, where B, (y,w,p) and C(y,w,p) are smooth functions of their
arguments, ow=(w,i, W, w3) is the Euclidean gradient, and (B;) is positive
definite with

B;(0,0,0)=4¢;;, €(0,0,0)=0. (3.16)

The length of the second fundamental form of ¥ is given by

AP = i (é“_ W“Wc> (gbd_ wowH (DanW) (DCDdW .
ab,cd=1 ipw* IDWI ]\ [IDW] ]\ |DW]

From this expression, one sees that (3.14) implies

i (Wyiyf)zécz() (1+ 23: (Wyi)2>3 (3.17)
i=1

i,j=1
in a neighborhood of 0. We can now prove a gradient bound on w as follows.

Given a Euclidean unit vector £ in the y*y*y>-space, and a radus g, we define S,(2)
by

3
@)= max Y [wy{ed)]* .
Ses? ;T

By the mean value theorem, (3.17), and the fact that u,(0) =0, we have for all small
e

Sg(é)écz 1(@)2(1 + Sg(é))S/Z -

Elementary calculus now implies that there is a g, >0 (depending only on ¢,,) so
that S,(¢) remains bounded for 0<g=g¢, (thus w is also defined on the ball of
radius g,). Because of this and (3.17), we then have

sup ([w(y)| + 0wyl +00wy)) =¢,, (3.18)
Pl S0
for constants g, >0, ¢,, independent of 2. We will want to improve (3.18) a little so
we define for 0<a =1, the Holder norm on {}y|<g} by
ikllg, 5= Sup vy = yal " by ) — hyo)l -

yij<@
el <2

We can now prove

Proposition 2 (Local Parametric Estimate). Under the hypotheses of Proposition 1,
there is a ¢, >0 depending only on the initial data and p, p,, iy so that for any
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X,eZ, the local defining function w for X (as discussed above) is defined on
{I¥| <0}, and satisfies for any ac(0,1)
sup ([wy)l+ [0w(y)] +100w(y)| +1000w ()| + | 600wl , ) S €2 5(e) ,

Iylzes
where ¢,y depends only on o, the initial data, and p,, p,, 5. Moreover, we may
require
ZﬁBﬁf(Xo)g{Yiy"'L‘W(y)} ~

We also have the following Harnack-type inequalities

sup (e, vy=c,, inf e, ,v)
EnBA (Xo) 3nBS, (Xo)
7 3

sup |Dlog ey P SCys .
ZnBé(XO)

Proof. The estimate for |00éw| and ||6ddw], ,, (for o3 < 3¢,) follows from (3.15),
(3.16), (3.18) and standard Schauder estimates for linear elliptic equations with
Lipschitz coefficients {see {7, 5.57). Because of this estimate, Eq. (2.18) represents a
uniformly elliptic equation on {|y| < }¢,}, so the following Harnack inequality (see
[7,5.3]) holds

sup {v,e) (y, Wiy Scys Il <v,e,> (3, W)

[yl=es
for g, small enough. It is also standard (see [7, 5.5]) that
sup |{0€v, €, (y, W) =36 sup Kv, ey (v, w)l -

vi<es I¥|£2es

Combining this with the Harnack inequality on {|y|<£2¢,} we have
sup |D<v,e,>(y, W) ¢, inf Ko e >0, wiy)

rl=es Il <2

which implies the stated estimate on |D log (v, e4>t. Finally, we note that by (2.24)
D,e,l*= Z hZ, =|Dlog {e,,v)|?

on . Also, |41*=Y|D,, e,/% so we have

4
21 D, e” Scog

on Z, and hence on N xR Recall that e, is extended to N xR by parallel trans-
lation along vertical lines. From this it follows that we may take ZnB, ,.(X,)
C{Y : y*=w(y)} since any adjacent components of ZnB, , (X)) would necessarily
have a normal vector ¢, bounded away from e,(X,) hence for g, small such a
compounent could not exist. This completes the proof of Proposition 2.

Our next task is to discuss the behavior of f at each infinity of N. For this
purpose, we add to our hypotheses (3.1), (3.2) the following assumption on F

F(x)=tf(x)+ G(x) on N
GOl Sp,(1+7)70, 106G Sus(1 4+ on N, (3.19)
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for each k, where te[0,1]. Assuming that f(x) tends to zero on each N,, we will
give estimates on the fall-off of f and its derivatives. We first give a bound on f by
constructing suitable “barrier” functions near each infinity. For A>0, f€(0,1), we

1
define a function f(r) for r = A#+1 on each N, by
fr)=A [ (s*+2— A%~ 125, (3.20)

The following properties of f are easily checked

1
0= f(r)Scyodr™® for rzAPTT,

i
AT =~ .
or ®

The Euclidean mean curvature He, (with respect to the downward normal), and
square length |4°%? of the second fundamental form of the graph of f are given by

He(x, f(x))=—(1—B)dr—>"#
|A%(x, )2 = (B> +28+3)A%r 472

We wish to compute the mean curvature H of the graph of f with respect to ds2.
Using (1.1), it is not difficult to see

Hix, F) S HCx, f(x)) +ca0r™ A, f X))
po,, BT
1 YT+I0T 0P
for r2 A#+1 on each N,. This implies

A, JoN = —(1=PAr 2P eg ar™37F (3.22)

(3.21)

1
for r2 APFT, B
We will show that f is a supersolution of (3.2) for suitably large A. For this
purpose, we estimate the trace of the restriction of p,, to the graph of f. Using (1.4)

we have — -
g IS car *0f 1
z e~ o) LT

IPI=12 NI

Seyr 4

I 20V ki

where we have denoted the trace of the restriction of p,, to the graph of 7 by P, so
by (3.19) and (3.22)

H-P-GS—~(1-PAr 2 Ppey(r 3+ ar27F)
_1-s

S—(1—=Par P ey, (/1 1=f4+ 4

1

1

[
+B)p—2-8 ,

where we have used r=A#*+1 to get the last inequality. From here we see that if
A=A, is chosen sufficiently large (depending on f as well as the other data), then

H-P<G (3.23)
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1
for r==A#%1 on each N,. In a similar way we see that for A large we have
= k y g

_H-P>G, (3.24)

so that the function — f is a subsolution of (3.2). We can now estimate f and its
derivatives near infinity.

Proposition 3. Suppose f'is a C* solution of (3.2), with function F satisfying (3.1) and
(3.19). Suppose also that lim f(x)=0 for each N, For any Be(0,1), thete is a

constant ¢,y =c34(B) depending only on B, the initial data (N,g,;p;), and the
CONSLANLS [, fhy, s, Jg, Us SO that

Lf GOl + x110f (o)l + [x12100f ()] + Ix1*]000f (x)| < ¢5,5(B)Ix] *
for any xe N, any k.

Proof. The estimate of | f(x)] comes directly from the properties of f. Indeed, for any
positive number L we observe that (3.23) implies that £+ L is also a supersolution
since the equation H— P=( is insensitive to translation in the vertical direction.
Since f tends to zero at each infinity, we obser;fe that for L sufficiently large we

have f(x)+L> f(x) for each x with r=|x| = A6+1. Define L, by
Lo=inf{L:f +L>f}.

Then L, =0, and we show that L, =0. To see this, we suppose on the contrary that
L, >0. Since f tends to zero at each infinity, it follows that there is a point x,e N

1
with [xo| = A8+ 1 such that f, ,(x,)+ L, = f(x,). We note that it is impossible that
1

[Xo| = ABF1 since f+ L, has infinite slope for such points by (3.21) and hence the
inequality f+ZL,=f would be violated at points near x, Thus we have
1

fxol > A#+1 and the function 7— f has a minimum at X, SO we have

o . .o
—é;(xo)— “6?(350),

1

Oxtox/
It follows that

(02(f —f)

)(xg) is a nonnegative definite matrix.

S (xg)f(x) — e~ Jxo)xo)
1+1Df (xo)? o 1+IDf (ol

We denote this matrix by BY, and we see that by subtracting (3.2) from (3.23) we
get

gij(xo) -

5 s =1)

o (x) < —1tf(x0)=0.

i
Since BY is positive definite, this contradicts the nonnegativity of the matrix of
second partial derivatives. Therefore L,=0, and we have shown f(x)< f(x) for
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1
[x{Z A#*+1 which implies by (3.21) that f Zc(Byr~*. A similar method using (3.24)
shows — f< f hence

= caaBlx™* (3.25)

on each N,.

Itisnow elementary from Proposition 2 and (3.25) that |0f |, |0¢f|,and |60 f | are
bounded near infinity. In fact, standard Schauder estimates (see [7, 5.5]) applied to
(3.2) in the ball U(x)={y:|y—x| <1} then give

18f (x)] + 100 (x)| +1000f | < c55(B)lx| ~* (3.26)
on each N,. We now view (3‘2) as the following linear equation
%)
Zaw(x) pm J+Zb(x f —tf =G
~ . fifi .
= n-1j2f ij S _ i
au (1+1Dfi ) (g 1+1Dfl2>’ ’;’-ak'll;’]’

A s L )
G=G+ Z(g”— |y
=~ 1+Df2)"H

To improve the bounds (3.26) on the derivatives of f, we fix a point x,eN, and
define coordinates X =(x—x,)/0, 6=|x,l/2. In terms of X, our equation becomes

Za”(x) _lé[ =+ Zab (%) a—{; —tof =62 G(X) (3.27)
for xe U,(0) = {|X| < 1}. It follows from (3.26) that the Holder coefficient |f |, 7,0,
satisfies ~ ~

0 |of () — of 3)]
<t =9

<1

1915, 5.0,= Scy6(B)-

Therefore, Eq. (3.27) is uniformly elliptic, and the coefficients satisfy [by (1.1), (1.3)]
Z laiillg, 6.0+ Z ”555“13,171(0)

¢34(f) sup 'UZG(X)]’H!O'ZGH;; Ul(o)gcss(ﬂ)o' L.

X61

Standard methods (see [7, 5.57]) then show
A+ B EIS o 3up 111+ 0°6)+ 17l 0,0

for xe U, 12(0). Writing this in terms of the original coordinates x and using (3.25)

Peollaf Geo)l + Ixol*108f (x o)l < cao(B)lxol -

[Note that in dealing with (3.27), we do not have a bound on to?, the coefficient of
£, but we are using the fact that 16> 20 which makes the sign of this term helpful in
deriving the estimates.] A similar method by differentiating the equation gives
estimates for |800f|. This completes the proof of Proposition 3.
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4. Proof of the Existence

In this section we prove existence of solutions of (2.27), asymptotic to zero at

infinity, and defined on the exterior of a finite family of apparent horizons. We also

study the asymptotic behavior of these solutions on the apparent horizons,

showing that they are asymptotic to the cylinder in N xR over the horizons.
To solve (2.27) we introduce an auxilliary equation for se[0, 1], te[0,1].

H(f)—sP(f)=tf, (4.1)
where H(f), P(f) are given by
= i fr DDf
H(f"‘%(g 1+IDf12>1/1+ini2’

P(f)*iz:;(gij—“ T_{"ufjﬂ'j)l’ij-

We first solve (4.1) for >0, and then study the limit as t—0. We will look for
solutions of (4.1) in a weighted Hélder space B*# for any fe(0, 1) defined in the
following way. We let 1(x) be a weight function on N satisfying t1=1 on N, and
7(x)=r(x) on each end N,. We then define a norm

171, 5=5up (G0 + 74 AOIDS (0]
+22 7 A)DDf (x)] + 12T () DDSf | ,.) 5
where || DDf][, . denotes the Holder coefficient in the ball B, ,(x)

_ IDDf () — DDf (x,)|
” DDfN;:, x %1, xzzllil()x)/z(x) d(xl, xz)ﬁ

k

where d(x,, x,) is distance. We let B*# be the Banach space of C*# functions on N
with finite || f], ;- We first solve (4.1) for £ >0. This turns out to be straightforward
because in this case we can derive a priori bounds on f and {Df}. To see this note
that we have

H(f):@pi(VTg,_l)_}_r-z).

Differentiating (4.1) in the direction of x*, we have

o STV

o fifi (Djij) (ffpié’) . _fij_"i_ )
H{z > (g 1+fo12> L+DfP? +Z(g 1+th12)ka "’}"ID’J ’
4.2)

where R, is the Ricci tensor of N, arising from the commuting of covariant
derivatives. This implies in particular that the function u=I|Df|* satisfies an
inequality of the form

L. i

2. D{AD )+ BDu+cu'? ztu, (4.3)

Lj
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where AY is positive definite, B', C are bounded on N (independent of s, ¢). If
feB*# satisfies (4.1), then we have the following bounds

sup UflSu,, sup tiDfI=u,, (4.4)

where yy, 1, are constants depending only on (N, g;;, p;;). To prove (4.4), we simply
note that since f tends to zero at infinity, either sup £ <0, or [ has an interior
N

maximum point. Using (4.1) at this point we would have

maxtf Sc,.
N

Similarly we show mna}x(—-tf)écz, thus proving the first inequality of (4.4). The

second comes from the fact that u=|Df|? tends to zero at infinity, so using (4.3) at
its maximum point we find

sup {Df|* ¢, sup | Df|
N N
which gives the second part of (4.4). The following lemma can now be proved.

Lemma 2. Suppose t >0, and fe B> satisfies (4.1) for some fe(0,1). Then there is a
constant c,(f,t) depending on B,t as well as (N,g,;,p;;) so that || f|, ;S c (B, 1).

Proof. This lemma is a straightforward consequence of (4.4). We note that since
[Dfl is bounded, (4.1) and (4.2) are uniformly elliptic equations. In particular,
standard estimates (see [7,5.3]) applied to (4.2) imply a Holder estimate on D, f
with exponent ae(0, 1) for some «. Thus f has a C*-* bound. This implies a bound
on the Hélder modulus of continuity for the coefficients of (4.1), so we have (see
[7,5.5]) a C** bound on f In particular, we get Lipschitz bounds on the
coefficients of (4.1), so we can bound the C*# norm of f for any (0, 1). The decay
near infinity can be derived, for example, using the barrier method of
Proposition 3. This completes the proof of Lemma 2.
We can now easily solve (4.1) for t>0.

Lemma 3. For t>0, there exists a solution fe B>* of the equation H(f)— P(f)=tf.

Proof. We use a standard continuity method. Let §={se[0, 1]: (4.1) has a solution
f.e B>F}. We will show that S=[0,1] by noting first that 0eS since /=0 is a
solution of H(f)=1f. We then show that § is both open and closed (hence
S=[0,11). The fact that S is closed follows from Lemma 2, since if {s,} is a
sequence in S with s,—s, and £ _is a solution in B%# of H( 1 )—s,Pf;,)=tf, , then
by Lemma 2

Hfanz,,gécAﬂ» 1.

In particular, this bound is independent of n, so we can choose a subsequence of f,_
converging uniformly along with its first and second derivatives on compact
subsets of N to a limit f; satisfying H(f)—sP(f)=1f. Moreover, || fl, ;<c,(8,1),
so that f,e B># for any Be(0,1). Thus seS, and S is a closed subset of [0,1].
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To prove that S is an open subset of [0, 1], we use results for linear equations
together with the implicit function theorem. Let s,€ S, and f,e B> be a solution of
H{f,)—soP(fo)=tf,. We will show that there is g,>0 so that if se[0,1] and
Is—so| <&, then seS. We define a Banach space B%# for Be(0,1) to be those
Holder continuous functions % on N so that the following norm is finite

IAllo, 5 =sup (x(x)* ARG+ ()2 2 (Rl

where as before |-, , denotes the Holder coefficient taken on the ball B 2(%).
We then observe that T:B%# xR—B%# xR defined by
T(f, s)=(H(f)—tf — sP(f),s) is a C' mapping and T(f,,s,)=(0,s,). The lineariza-
tion of T at (f,s,) is the operator L,:B># xR—B%# xR given by Ly, 1)
={(Ly{n), ) where

Lim)=), A“D,D -+ B'Dg—tn—P(fy)
i,j i

AY=(1+|Df,|?)~ 12 (gij_ : ffg}é‘z)

B ZZDiAij+ 254 %(1 +[Dfo|?) 12 A*fip,,.
J s

It is fairly elementary to show that L, is a linear isomorphism from B?# xR to
B%# xR. Applying the inverse function theorem for Banach space, we see that T
maps a neighborhood of (£, s,) onto a neighborhood of (0, s,). In particular, there
is £,>0 so that (0,s) is in the image of T for |s—s,|<eg,; ie., there exists f,
satisfying H{f)—sP(f,)=tf. This shows that S is an open subset of [0,1], and
completes the proof of Lemma 3.

We now study the limit of the solutions constructed in Lemma 3 as ¢ tends to 0.
For this purpose, the estimates of Lemma 2 give no information since the
constants become large when ¢ is near 0. In fact, it is not generally true that the
solutions of the perturbed equation converge as ¢ tends to zero. Instead we use the
parametric estimates of Sect. 3 to analyze the limit.

Proposition 4. There is a sequence {t;} converging to zero and open sets Q ., Q_, Q,
so that if f; satisfies H(f,)— P(f)=t,f, we have:

(1) The sequence {f;} converges uniformly to + oo (respectively — <o) on the set
Q, (respectively Q_), and {f;} converges to a smooth function f, on Q, satisfying
(2.27) on 2, and (2.28) on each N,

(2) The sets Q, and Q_ have compact closure, and N=Q,uQ_uQ,. Each
boundary component X of Q. (respectively Q_) is a smooth embedded two-sphere
satisfying Hy—Try(p;)=0 (respectively Hy+Try(p,)=0) where Hy is the mean
curvature of X taken with respect to the inward normal to Q. (respectively Q_ ) and
Trylp;;) is the trace of the restriction of p;; to X. Moreover, no two connected
components of Q, can share a common boundary.

(3) The graphs G, of f; converge smoothly to a properly embedded limit
submanifold My EN xR. Each connected component of M, is either a component of
the graph of f,, or the cylinder £ xIRCN x IR over a boundary component X of Q. or
Q_. Any two connected components of M, are separated by a positive distance.
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Remark. The two-spheres making up the boundary components of @, and Q_ will
be referred to as apparent horizons in N (see [3] for explanation).

Corollary 1. If the initial data (N, g,; p;;) contains no apparent horizons then (2.27)
has a solution on N satisfying the asymptotic conditions (2.28).

Proof of Proposition 4. The assertions of (3) are a direct consequence of
Propositions 2 and 3, for by the local estimate of Proposition 2 we can find a
sequence {z,} so that the G, converge to a properly embedded limiting submanifold
M. The fact that M is nonempty, and is a graph near infinity satisfying (2.28) on
each N, then follows from Proposition 3. The Harnack inequalities of Proposition
2 immediately imply that any connected component of M, has everywhere finite
slope and hence is a graph, or has everywhere infinite slope and hence is a cylinder
2 xR over a compact surface CN. We will show that ¥ is a two-sphere
momentarily. We first note that the convergence of G, to M also determines @,
Q_, Q,. Our other assertions are clear except for the analysis of the boundary
components of 2, and Q_.

We first analyze the boundary 92, of Q. In order to do this, we observe that
the Eq. (2.27) is translation invariant in the sense that for any aeR, fy—aisalsoa
solution of (2.27) defined on £,. Let G, , denote the graph of f,—a, and note that
by the estimates of Proposition 2 there is a sequence g, tending to + oo so that the
graphs G, , converge smoothly on compact subsets of N xR to a limiting three
dimensional submanifold of N xIR. By the Harnack inequality of Proposition 2,
each component of this limiting submanifold is a cylinder over a compact surface
in N. We denote this limit by X', xIR where X, is a family of compact surfaces in
N. Tt also follows from (2.27) that X satisfies the equation Hy —Try (p;)=0
where H; _is computed with respect to the normal pointing outward from Q,. We
show that each component X of X, is a two-sphere by using (2.29) on G _,.. We let
¢ be a smooth function of compact support on G, , and multiply (2.29) by o* and
integrate by parts as in the derivation of (3.3) to arrive at

| (~R)+P)p*/gdx=s2 | |Dgl*}/gdx,
Go,a, Go,a,

where P=2(u~|J]) can be taken strictly positive by Lemma 1. It follows that for
any ¢ with corapact support on 2 xR we have

i [I(( K)+P)g02da}dx4<2 i {5117@ (;}i)zdo]dx, 4.5)

hale o]
where do is the area elements of 2, and K, V are the intrinsic Gauss curvature of X
and the covariant derivative operator of X. Let x(x‘*) be a function satisfying y(x?)

=1for X*S T, y(x)=0if |x*|=T+1, and <2. Let { be any function on X,

and choose @ =1y{ in (4.5) to obtain

(£(~K+P)Czd0')<j xzdx4)

§2(£ |I7C|Zala)(_jcD xzdx“> + 16£C2d0.
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el

Dividing both sides by | x?dx* and letting T tend to infinity we get

=~ 00

j(—K+P)C2dc§.2ﬁVC{2da (4.6
P z
for any smooth function { on X. Choosing {=1, we get

{Pdo< [Kdo.
P 3

Since P is positive, by the Gauss-Bonnet theorem we conclude that X is a two-
sphere.

By similar reasoning we can choose a sequence a; converging to — oo so that
Gy, converges to a cylinder 2 xIR where Z_ is a collection of two-spheres X in
N satisfying Hy —Trx{(p;;)=0 where Hjy is computed with respect to the inward
normal to ;. The fact that the graph G, is properly embedded implies that f(x)
converges either to + oo or — oo as x tends to a boundary point of Q,. Using this
fact, it is clear that 0Q, =X, UX _.

From the construction of M, it follows that any boundary point of @, or Q_
which does not lie in 09, must lie on a cylindrical component X xR of M. For
such a Z, we can verify (4.6) by using (2.29) on the graphs G,, so we conclude that
such 2 are two-spheres satisfying the appropriate equations. This concludes the
proof of Proposition 4.

We can derive a little more information about the behavior of f, near 6Q, from
the preceding result. In fact, if we let 2 be a boundary component of Q,, say for
definiteness that f; tends to + co near X. (A similar argument works if f; tends to
—o0.) If we let 8 be a coordinate on the two dimensional sphere 2, and telR be
along the linear factor of ¥ xR, then we can define a coordinate system on a
neighborhood of Z xR in N xR by taking the fourth coordinate g to be the
distance function to 2 xR, say ¢>01in Q, xIR. Let @ be a small neighborhood of 2
in N such that the coordinates (6,t¢,0) are nonsingular on ¢ xR. It is a
consequence of Proposition 4 that for T>0 sufficiently large, the 3-dimensional
manifold G,n(0 x(T, 0)) can be expressed by the equation g=g,(0,t) for a
smooth function g, on X x(T, ). Moreover, it follows that lim g,(0,£)=0

=00

uniformly for fe X. Using this information and the equation that g,, satisfies, it is
easy to show that the derivatives of g, up to second order also tend to zero as t
goes to infinity. We summarize this information.

Corollary 2. If X is a boundary component of Q, on which f, tends to + oo
(respectively — o), then for T sufficiently large, the 3-manifold G, (0O x (T, o))
(respectively GoO\(0 x(— o0, —T)) can be represented in the form g=g,(6,t) for a
smooth positive function g, defined on X x(T; o) (respectively X x{— o0, —T)).
Moreover, given £>0, there is a number T,Z T so that

9o(0, 1) +1Dgo(0, )|+ |DDg,(6, )] <&

Jor all GeX and t2 T, (respectively t= —T,).
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5. Proof of Theorem 1

We use the function f,, constructed in the previous section to prove Theorem 1. We
want to prove that M, =0, so we consider only that component of Q, which
contains N,. For simplicity we denote the corresponding component of G, also as
G,. Let ¢ be a bounded Lipschitz function on G, which tends to zero and is square
integrable near (0Q,) x R. Multiplying (2.29) by ¢? and integrating by parts we
have

1 (P=Rg?/gdx= =2 | * by~ 1. )

—4 j ¢ Z @iy —Dia) l/édx .
Gg i

Note that no boundary terms appear in the above inequality because by (2.28) we

have

iy — Digl = O(r7/2) >

and ¢—0 near 0€, xIR whereas by Proposition 2, |h,,| is bounded near €2, xIR.
By the arithmetic-geometric mean inequality,

‘4(P Z olhi,— Pm)i = 24’2 Z (hi4 - pi4)2 + 2|13(p|2 .

Combining these inequalities we have

[ (P=R)? |/gdx<2 | |Dol* |/Gdx
Go Go

for any bounded Lipschitz ¢ on G, tending to zero and square integrable near
(022,) xIR. We next observe that by Corollary 2 we can deform G, slightly in
O x(T, ) or O x(— o0, —T) for each boundary component of Q, so that G,
coincides with £ xR in @ x (T, o) or O x(— oo, — T) and so that G, satisfies

— [ Rp*)/gdx<3 | |Dol*|/Gdx (5.1)
Go Go

for ¢ as above. Making G, equal to (022,) xR near infinity will, of course, destroy
the Eq. (2.27) which G, satisfies, but we need only (5.1) to finish the proof, and this
modification of G, will afford us technical convenience. We next remove all
infinities of G, except that asymptotic to N,. This can be done by a conformal
change of metric. Let 2 be a component of 02, and note that by inequality (4.6),
the first eigenvalue 4, of the operator 4—£K on X is strictly positive. Let {, be the
first eigenfunction, say {,(x)>0 for xe Z. It follows that the functions e*V*'¢, (x)
are solutions of A—1R=0o0n X xR. Let ¥* denote those components of 62, on
which f, has limit + co, and &~ those on which f, has limit — co. Let G} denote
the infinity of G, asymptotic to N, i.e., G5 =G,n{(N, xR). For each £ £k, let y, be
a positive solution of 4—1R=0 on N, satisfying

A
y,=—L+40(0"% as r—ow.
"
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Such solutions i, can be constructed easily because of (5.1). Let y be a positive
smooth function on G, satisfying the following

1 on G
v, on Gy, [=+k
v= e VI on Gyn(E xIR) for TesLT
e“fﬂ’(j1 on GyN(ZxR) for Zes ™.

Thus v tends to zero at each infinity except G&. If Esz denotes the induced metric
on G,, we define a new metric ds} by ds2=vy*ds®. For /+k, it follows from
(1.1) and (2.28)

4
vt~ () G+ 007

i

X . . :
75, 0=|y|, and write ds] in terms of the y coordinate system

on G4. If we set yizAgP, o

we have

dsi =Y. (5,;+ O(e)dy'dy’ (5.2)

i
for ¢ near zero. On G,N(Z xR) for Te S *, we have the expression
ds2 ={4x)et *VAi(dt? + do?)

as t— + oo where do” is the metric of 2. If we set g=(2]/4,) *e*?* we then
have

ds2 =[4(x) (do? + 44, 0*dc?) (5.3)

for ¢ near zero, xe . If we choose a diffeomorphism of 2 with the standard §?
having metric do and write the flat metric in the punctured ball as do? + ¢*da?2, we
see that the resulting diffeomorphism establishes a uniform equivalence of
G,n(Z xR) with the punctured ball, i.e., lengths are distorted by at most a fixed
constant.

We see from (5.2) and (5.3) that it is possible to add a point to G, for each
component of 6Q, and for each Gf, £ +k to form a new manifold (N, ds2) having
only one infinity N§ =G§. If {P,, ..., P,} are the points we added to G, it follows
from our construction that the metric ds is uniformly equivalent to a smooth
metric in a neighborhood of each P, and that the scalar curvature R, vanishes
identically for points close to each P. If { is a bounded Lipschitz function on N,
the equation

Ry =9~ *(Ryp—84y)
together with (5.1) for ¢ =y{ implies
5§ 972 IDo(w)Idvy— | Ro(Pdv, =8 [ (Dol dv,, (54)
No No No

where Dy, dv, are the covariant derivative and volume form of N,. We will use
(5.4) in.the following lemma to construct a solution of 4—$R,.
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Lemma 4. There is a positive function u on N, satisfying Au—3Ru=0 except at
{Py, ..., P}. At each P, u is continuous, and u is weakly harmonic in a neighborhood
of P, Moreover, u satisfies

A
u=i+*r—k+0(r”2) as r—ow

on N¥ where the number A, is negative.

Proof. Let B, be the bounded region of N, determined by {r=c¢}, and for ¢ large
we can find a function v, satisfying

Av,—3Ryw,=tR, on B,
v, =0 on O0B,.
This follows because (5.4) implies that the homogeneous problem Au—3$Ru=0

with zero boundary data has only the trivial solution. Moreover, v, is Holder
continuous and weakly harmonic near each P;. Inequality (5.4) then implies

5[ w72 IDo(wv, )P dvg < [ IRl v ldv, .
Bo Bs
Since p is a bounded function, we thus have
§ 1Do(wo,)l* <e | IRl lv,ldvg.
By Bo

By the Sobolov inequality we thus have
(f va,,fédvo>l’3éc [ IRl lo,ldv, .
B Bs

Since R, vanishes in a neighborhood U of {P,, ..., P }, and y is bounded below on
N,~U, we thus have by the Holder inequality

( 5‘ Ivdié‘dv>1/3 éc(j' 1R0f6/5d00>5/6( y !Ugfédvo)lw

Bo~U Nao Be~U
which implies

| W lfdv,<e
Bo~U
with ¢ independent of ¢. Standard theory then gives a uniform pointwise bound on
lv,| in B, ~ U. The Harnack inequality applied to v, + 1 gives a uniform estimate of
[v,l in U. It is now straightforward (see [9, Lemma 3.2]) to prove convergence of
A

v,+1 to a function u satisfying du+{R,u=0on Ny, u=1+ —rl‘« +0(r~?) on Nk,
The positivity of u follows by using {=min{u,0} in (5.4) and applying Stokes
theorem in a standard way. This implies 20, and that 4>0 follows from the

Harnack inequality.
To show that 4, <0, we use {=u in (5.4) and integrate by parts to obtain

5 -
A~ [y Dgpu)do,. (5.5)
327 e
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Note that although u may not be Lipschitz near P, we can justify its use in (5.4) by
Lipschitz approximation. This completes the proof of Lemma 4.

We can now complete the proof of Theorem 1. The metric u*ds} on N, has
zero scalar curvature, and is asymptotically flat in the sense of (1.1). If the results of
[91 and [10] were applicable we would conclude that M, is nonnegative. But we
have

Mp=M,+24, (5.6)

as can be seen from the definition of mass. Since MY =0 and 4, <0, it would follow
that M, >0. Note that we have been assuming u>|J| to conclude M, >0. In light
of Lemma 1 we would then have M, =0 for an arbitrary initial data set.

It remains for us to justify the use of [9] and [10] to assert My =0. The
problem is that the metric u*ds? is not smooth at {P,, ..., P.}. We note, however,
that since the Laplace operator is uniformly elliptic near each P, there exists a
positive Green’s function G(p, g) asymptotic to zero on N,. If we define y by

()=, G(P, -), then v satisfies
=1
Ap=0 on No~{P;,...,P}

B _
w=~ir-’f+0(r ) on N,

P p(y)Selyl* " for coordinates y at P,

For any ¢>0, consider the metric (1 +&yp)*u*ds3. This metric is now smooth with
infinities at each P;. It is easy to see that the results of [9] and [107 apply to show
that the mass on N, given by M} +¢B, is nonnegative. Since ¢>0 is arbitrarily
small we have M} 20. This completes the proof of Theorem 1.

6. Proof of Theorem 2

In this section we prove Theorem 2 which states that if M, =0 for some k then the
initial data set is trivial. We first note that by Lemma 1 we can find a sequence of
initial data sets N converging smoothly to N as #— oo with mass M{®—0 for the
kth end and with N satisfying u<|J| for each 7. Then we may apply the analysis
of Sect. 4 to construct graphs GY satisfying (2.27). By the estimates of Propositions
2 and 3 we may assume that the G’ converge smoothly to a properly embedded
limiting submanifold having a component G, which contains a graph over N,
satisfying (2.27). We now examine the proof of Theorem 1. If we let U be an
exhaustion of N xR by bounded open sets, then we can choose y,, the conformal
factor of Sect. 5 so that y,=1 on G¥'U,. It then follows from (5.6) and the final
arguments of Sect. 5 that M+ 4 >0. Hence by (5.5) and the fact that M{¥—0
we have

Jim  fDu,? 1/gdx=0. (6.1)

G4,

Since G§ converge to G,, it follows that u, converges to a smooth positive
function u on G, satisfying Au—3tRu=0, u~1on N w Thus by (6.1) we have that
u=1 on G,, and hence the equation satisfied by u implies that R=0.
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Thus we may apply Theorem 2 of [9] {see also [10]) to assert that G is
isometric to the flat IR3, In particular, N is diffeomorphic to IR? and the solution f
of (2.27) exists on all of N and has flat graph G,. Now the metric on G, has the
form g;,=g,,+ f.: fs» and since G, is R?, we can choose coordinates X =(x", X%, X°)
on G, so that g;;=4,. We thus have

9y =0y~ fafo.
This shows that if (x!, X%, X%, X%) are coordinates in M*, the Minkowski space with

3
metric Y (dx)?—(dx*)?, then the mapping N—IM* defined by X—(X, f(X)) is an
i=1

isometric embedding of N. The second fundamental form of this embedding is
given by

7171'1'——_(}L - iijflz)# UZfrcifj -

Note that |Df]?> <1 because g, ; 1s positive definite. The corresponding expression
for h,, the second fundamental form of G, in N xR is

ip
hyy=(1+IDfIM faigs

where |[Df|? is taken with respect to ds®. Direct calculation shows 1-+|Df|?
=(1—|Df1?)"*! so that h;;=mn,, On the other hand, since R=0 we can integrate
(2.29) over G, and apply Stokes theorem to show h;;=p,,. Therefore, we have n;;
=p;; and we have shown that the initial data set (N, ds?, p;;) is embeddable in IM*.
This completes the proof of Theorem 2.
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